Application of data mining for examining polypharmacy and adverse effects in cardiology patients.
This article comments upon the use of data mining tools to examine clinical data. Many cardiovascular patients have co-morbid diseases that put them at risk for polypharmacy, or severe adverse reactions from the interactions of multiple medications. Clinical trials typically use too few patients with stringent inclusion/exclusion criteria that prevent an examination of the issue of polypharmacy. However, clinical data collected in the course of patient treatment can be used in conjunction with data mining to find meaningful results.